Rushmere Hall School Nursery

Introduction

Welcome to Rushmere Hall School Nursery. Our aim is to provide a secure and stimulating environment in which children can begin to realise their full potential. In partnership with parents, we aim to educate the whole child through a wide range of experiences and activities. In doing so, we hope to foster a sense of self-worth, confidence and independence, together with a caring concern for other children and the wider community.

The Nursery

Rushmere Hall School Nursery benefits from well-equipped facilities. Our large and vibrant classroom has designated areas of learning including; writing area, sensory table, creative area, malleable, numeracy table, book corner, comfy corner, role-play area, and construction area.  The children have daily access to the outside learning environment which also benefits from a covered teaching area, sand pit, climbing frame, story corner, vegetable and herb garden.
The children also have the opportunity to visit other areas in the school, such as, the nature area and woodland, cookery kitchen, playgrounds and P.E. halls.
Nursery Staff

Each session the Nursery benefits from two full-time Early Years professionals.  Mrs Hills is the Nursery Class Teacher.  Mrs Dagnall and Miss Barnard are the Early Years Practitioners.  

On occasions there may also be other helpers in Nursery, such as teaching assistants, students and volunteers.

We also welcome parents/carers to participate in our termly ‘Stay & Play’ sessions, giving  you the opportunity to experience the whole Nursery session with your child. 
Foundation Stage Curriculum

The children have the opportunity to participate in planned and self initiated activities covering all aspects of the curriculum.  The main areas are:-

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

· Communication and Language 

· Physical Development
· Literacy

· Mathematics
· Understanding of the World

· Expressive Arts and Design
Nursery Times

Morning Nursery doors opens at 8.45 to 9.00am giving a fifteen minute drop off. The doors will close promptly at 9.00am in order for the session to begin. The doors will then reopen at 11, 35 to 11.45 for collection of children. Please note the doors will close at 11.45 if you haven’t collected your child they will be taken to the office as staff have a 30 minute turn around before afternoon nursery begins. Please be prompt at collecting your child. 

Afternoon Nursery doors open at 12.30 until 12.45 giving a fifteen minute drop off. The doors will close promptly 12.45 in order for the session to begin. The doors will reopen again at 3.20 for collection of children. Please note the doors will close at 3.30 and if you haven’t collected your child they will be taken down to the office. Please be prompt at collecting your child. 

If you are going to be late please telephone the school office to let us know. 01473 726027

Attendance

Please inform the school office 01473 726027 is your child is absent from Nursery.  If your child has a stomach upset please allow at least 48 hours before returning to Nursery.  Please also, notify the Nursery Staff of any allergies or other medical concerns regarding your child.  
Collecting Your Child

Please inform us if you have made arrangements for an alternative adult to collect your child from Nursery.  We will not allow children to be collected unless the persons name is recorded on your child’s Nursery information collection sheet or you have informed the Nursery staff.
The Nursery Session

On arrival, the children collect their name card form their coat peg.  The children self-register by placing their card underneath the appropriate picture on the Feelings Board.  The children then can choose from the range of activities provided before whole class carpet time.  During this teaching time the children will practise phonic sounds or number skills and/or participate in topic related activities.  The children then have the opportunity to explore the Nursery choosing from a range of adult led or child initiated activities both inside and outside.   

PE
All Nursery children participate in weekly PE lessons. Please provide your child with a named T-shirt and pair of shorts in a draw string bag. Please remove earrings, jewellery and ensure that long hair is tied back.
Snack fund

The nursery runs a snack fund of 50p a week. This is beneficial to the children as it covers the cost of snacks and other resources such as cooking ingredients, extra arts and crafts. It also provides opportunities for children to try new experiences such as Chinese food for Chinese New Year.


Library books

Your child can bring home a book from nursery to share twice a week. The children are provided with the opportunity to take home a library book. Book bags are available to purchase from the school office.
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The children are able to choose a book to take home on a Tuesday and Friday. The Nursery Staff will change books with the children on a Tuesday and you have the opportunity to change library books with your child on a Friday.

Gruffalo
The nursery has a weekend bear the ‘Gruffalo’. The children take turns in taking the Gruffalo home for the weekend and then write about it in the Gruffalo diary. During the week we take the opportunity during circle time to read about what the Gruffalo has been up to. Each child also takes home a Gruffalo child to make. 
Sound/Colour of the week

The nursery has a colour and a sound of the week. Each Wednesday the children are invited to bring in an item from home to match the colour of the week. The nursery’s sound of the week will be focused on throughout the week and on a Friday children can bring something in for show and tell that starts with that particular letter
Uniform
All Nursery children are required to wear the Early Years Foundation Stage school uniform.  This is a red school sweatshirt (with the school badge on) a white polo shirt and grey bottoms (either jogging trousers, skirts or trousers).  School shoes must also be worn (please no trainers, open toe shoes or heels). 
School sweatshirts are available to purchase from the School website www.rushmerehall.org.uk  and selecting the ‘uniform’ tab.  Please ensure all items of clothing are named.  The children need a warm coat in winter months and a sunhat in summer.  In hot weather sun block must be applied before they come to Nursery.

Learning Journeys

Each child has their own Learning Journey.  All notable achievements, assessments and observations are recorded in their Learning Journeys.  The Learning Journeys are located on the wall outside the Nursery Classroom. Please feel free to have a look at your child’s Learning Journey. These documents are regularly updated and help provide a picture of each child’s learning progression and development through Nursery and into Reception.  
Keeping Informed

Should you wish to discuss your child’s progress, staff are available at the beginning and end of each session for a quick chat. However, if you would like to talk in more depth please feel free to make an appointment with a member of staff.

Opportunities will be provided throughout the term for you to browse your child’s Learning Journey in greater detail and discuss their progress with a member of staff.  On these occasions the Nursery doors will remain open from 11.20-11.45am and again from 12.30-1.00pm.
We hope to have answered your questions.  Should you require any further information please telephone the school office 01473 726027 and a member of Nursery Staff will be happy to speak to you.  Visitors to our Nursery are always welcome; please telephone the school office to make and appointment.

We look forward to seeing your child at Rushmere Hall Nursery very soon.

